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Abstract:

The article reviews the issue of climate change and health in the Indian context. The importance of climate
change leading to estimated loss of above 2.5 million DALYs in southeast Asia, mortality due to heat waves,
and the importance of air quality related respiratory diseases, disasters due to excessive floods, malnutrition
due to reduction in rice, maize and sorghum crops etc. Latest work undertaken in India, vis-a-vis current
scenario and need for further work has been discussed. There is felt need of further studies on assessing
the impact on dengue and chikungunya as the transmission dynamics of these diseases involve water
availability, storage and life style, etc. Uncertainties and knowledge gaps identified in the studies
undertaken so far have also been highlighted. As regards to vector borne diseases, there is a need to
concentrate in the areas which are presently free from malaria and with use of best available tools of
interventions in already disease endemic areas like northeastern states, the risk of climate change impacts
can be minimized.

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Temperature

Air Pollution: Allergens, Particulate Matter

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Security: Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia
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Non-United States: Asia

Asian Region/Country: India

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Respiratory Effect

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Cholera

Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Dengue, Viral Encephalitis

Respiratory Effect: Asthma, Bronchitis/Pneumonia, Other Respiratory Effect

Respiratory Condition (other) : emphysema

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Methodology

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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